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 FISHERMEN’S HOSPITAL: Scott Burns (7201), the Chief of Staff of at Fishermen’s Hospital advises us that Baptist Hospital in Miami is in the “due diligence” phase of negotiating with Hospital Management Assoc. (HMA), the entity that manages Fishermen’s, to buy out the remainder of their lease, which ends June, 2011.
  Our erstwhile non-profit Fishermen’s Hospital Association (FHA), the local community entity that owns and founded Fishermen’s Hospital, plans to dissolve and form a new non-profit foundation with Baptist, who already has a non-profit status.
  Much of this came about as the IRS had a lawsuit against FHA for using funds to benefit HMA, a for profit entity, which removed their non-profit status this past August.
  A few years back the FHA invested in Fishermen’s Hospital, a facility they own and lease to HMA, to build the new OR.  The IRS felt that the lease fees were inadequate; the bottom line being that a non-profit entity is not allowed to spend money to benefit a for-profit entity and still keep their 501(c)3 tax-exempt status.
  The new deal with Baptist will allow the FHA, which has substantial assets that belong to our community, to once again gain the status of a tax-exempt entity.
  There are plans for new construction at Fishermen’s Hospital which will include a medical staff office complex next to the hospital along with a parking structure.  We could be looking at a whole new hospital.
  All this is very good news for the community and we are hoping that the deal goes through quickly.  Dr. Burns feels everyone, the FHA, HMA and Baptist, can see the benefit to our community and all want a smooth transition without any interruption of services.
  Marv Schindler, the President of the FHA says “we want this to be seamless.”  Dr. Burns, as Chief of Staff at Fishermen’s Hospital said: “I have talked to nearly every physician at Fishermen’s and with some physicians at Mariner’s Hospital (a Baptist owned hospital), and everyone is on board with this changeover.  Let’s hope it goes through.”
     CONSTRUCTION:  Looks like almost all of the construction work that is being done on Building 8 will be completed by the time you read this.
     THE SNOWBIRDS ARE ARRIVING:  Usually its’ the Rehbocks (8402) but this year they won’t be down until Dec. 8th or so.  Medical things, y’know.  This year’s earliest arrival was the Deerhakes (8104) followed by the Moores (6102), then Norman Werbner (8302), the Bohls (8202) and Roger Stone (7103).
  WOW, YOU DID IT – YOU’RE ALIVE OUT THERE:  In the last issue of The Scut, we reported that 15 Seawatchers wrote Sue Tatgenhorst (7204), care of us, to thank her for her immense efforts on reporting of the progress of Hurricane Ike.  Well, strike that number, it was 19 not 15; leading us to question why y’all can’t take the time to drop a line to the Scut with news of your comings and goings.  You, and your friends and neighbors would like to share this news.
     MACY’S THANKSGIVING DAY PARADE:  Watch  it and you will see our very own Bill Findeison (7301) strutting his stuff while directing and leading THE GREATER ST. PETERSBURG’S AWESOME ORIGINAL SECOND TIME AROUNDER MARCHING BAND.  They will be band number six in the parade lineup and consist of 512 adult marchers; the most ever to march in a Macy’s parade.  Watch it; it’s on your NBC station on November 27th and starts at
9AM, EST.
     REAL ESTATE:  Nothing new; still a bummer; all gloom and doom in the Keys as it is mostly throughout the USA.
     ON THE MEND:  NJ Bohl (8202) after taking a nasty fall that broke both of his arms.
     OUR SINCERE CONDOLENCES are extended to Liz White (6402), whose sister Clara passed away over the summer.
     TENNIS COURTS:  The two front courts will be resurfaced the week after Thanksgiving.  There also will be a basketball backboard installed in the back tennis court area.
     GROUNDS - LOOKING GOOD!:  Sue Tatgenhorst, a member of the landscape committee, has done a fabulous job of spotting plant bargains and then following through with the plantings when she has time on the weekend.  
The front gate has been cleaned up and you’ll see helioconias, which the iguanas don’t seem to like; white birds of paradise, silver spear elephant ears and variegated giant liriope, which is a clumpy grass that will bloom nicely and be an attractive edging for the front area.
  Also, when you have a mo, take a look at the orchids that Sue has been mothering around the Building 7 area.
  And, also see the beautiful job that Lois Markham, another committee member, and her husband Wayne have done with the under Bldg. 6 areas.  A tip of the Scut’s hat to them for their horticultural efforts as well as for the extensive tidying up they have done around theBuilding entrance.
     POOL:  The water has been drained from the pool and the bottom has been entirely resurfaced.  The heater will be turned on and you can expect the pool to be in use on XXXXXXX.
THANKSGIVING:  Have a happy and healthy one and for the sake of God don’t overstuff yourself... well alright, just this once.

  All of the drivel published in the Scuttlebutt is our own brilliance unless attributed to someone else.
