EL SCUTTLEBUTT0 Volume IV April 28, 2009

  SEAWATCH LIBRARY:   Have you seen our new glass-windowed library case in the Veranda Room?  It has some really good books for you to read while lazing by the pool or on you patio.  Many top authors (Grisham, Patterson, Clancy, etc.) are represented.  Also, if you have some of your own books that you've finished reading and would like to contribute - that would really be great.  Just leave them at the Library and know that you are receiving a Seawatch "Attaboy" or "Attagirl" silent award.

  PARTY HEARTY:  It was quite a party we had on the evening of the annual meeting.  Many, many people said it was the best ever.  A special thanx to the planners and executioners (?) as well as to so many of you who brought all of those lip smackin' delectables.

  CONSTRUCTION:  Still going on and on and on.  Unfortunately, there is more damage than first imagined in Building 8.  Hopefully, all will be done over the summer.

  REAL ESTATE:  Recent sales in the Keys stand at about a 90% level of last years' sales - keeping in mind that last years' sales were lousy!
  
  BOARD OF DIRECTORS:  Oh what a board we have; the best ever in all of Seawatch's tumultuous years.  Our deepest and most sincere thanx to Linda Sala who has miraculously created a most harmonius community along with all of those Board members who have worked tirelessly in making this the best damned Condo community in the Keys!  Bar none!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

  MINUTES:  The Board of Directors' minutes of all of meetings, past and present, can be viewed on the Seawatch website which can be reached by going to Seawatch's web site - www.seawatchatmarathon.com  User would be 'seawatchmembers' with the password being 'gulfofmexico'
  
  DIDJA KNOW:  That it's only 600 feet from one side to the other of the Vaca Cut.  Our source - Google Earth.  And, the fog that has occasionally covered the Cut and the surrounding area; is known as a radiation fog which is caused by the cooling of the land at night in the presence pf warmer water.  The fog rarely lasts past sunrise.  (Source: Wikipedia)  And here's a little unknown fact and it's true.  Ty Simorsky, the current Key West City Planner, some years ago when he was here in Marathon in the County Planning Department was assigned the job of naming the unamed smaller Keys in our archipeligo.  He named one of the keys - Simors... get it, Simors Key like in Simorsky!

  UNITS STILL AVAILABLE AT SEAWATCH: The following units, according to Realtor.Com, are still up for sale: 6103 $845,000, 6204 $499,000, 6304 $625,000 and 7404 $649,000.  Add to that 8103 for $395,000.  And... 7102 has just lowered its price to $395,000.  We think this may be the time to contact your friends who may be in a buying mood with this info - the prices are not going to get much lower.

  IGUANA KARMA:  We really don't know what that is exactly, but Sharon Duncan (8203) must have 'it' or explain to us why an Iguana fall from a tree at her feet by the pool.  Not once, but twice on two different occasions.  And, we all know that Iguanas are interesting to observe but didja know how much of our landscaping they've destroyed.  Just take a look at the plants around the pool and the hibiscus plants over by the parking area adjacent to the Veranda room.  Decimated!!!!
      
  GOINGS ON AT US 1 and 118th STREET: Nothing new to report!

  NEW E MAIL ADDRESS FOR THE BOARD:  In the event you have a thought or issue that you want to bring before the Board of Directors, their new E mail address is    seawatch.board@gmail.com

  POOL:  Repairs have been completed.
:
  LOIS MARKHAM TELLS US:  At Seawatch, small forested groves of native hammock intermingle with the purposed planting residents have done over the years.  Making a life on rock beds of limestone and coral is not the easiest life for tropical trees.  Just ask the big gumbo limbo by the tennis court.  It’s been wearing braces since the overwash flood caused by Hurricane Wilma some years back; the braces supplied by our very own gumbologist, Dr. Paul T.   

  Efforts to save substantial trees like the Gumbo Limbo are important as Seawatch is trying to responsibly conserve native habitat as it nurtures signature landscape areas in planter beds and common areas.  This occasional series in Scuttlebutt will introduce you to some of the many and varied personalities in our plant community.     

  Read along with Scuttlebutt at the “Forest Trees” information website at UF http://www.sfrc.ufl.edu/4h/index.html as we meet the colorful, unavoidably sappy and very scrappy gumbo limbo.  It’s a tropical tree native to the southeastern United States, adapting to dry and moist habitats and is fairly salt-tolerant.  “It is also considered one of the most wind-tolerant trees in south Florida and is recommended as a good, hurricane-resistant species.”  What the site doesn’t tell you is that the tree canopy is often top heavy and billows over in big winds.   Gumbo Limbo more than makes up for this unfortunate tendency by taking root 

or re-rooting easily and almost anywhere.  Perhaps that is what officially constitutes “hurricane resistance;” the ability to re-establish roots.  

  “The gummy, turpentine-scented resin has been used in the West Indies for making glue, varnish, liniments, and as a coating for canoes. The aromatic sap is also used as a treatment for gout with the leaves being brewed into a medicinal tea. The light, soft, spongy wood is used for fence posts that have been known to take root in the ground and grow!  Other small wood products such as matchsticks, toothpicks, charcoal, boxes, crates, and interior trim have also been made from gumbo-limbo.  Some birds, including mockingbirds and vireos, regularly consume the deep red fruits of Gumbo-Limbo during the summer and fall months.” 

  We should add a Keys touch to descriptions of the Gumbo Limbo: it is sometimes called the “tourist tree” because its bark is red and peels - similar to a bad sunburn.  Actually, the bark is “light reddish-brown, thin, papery and scaly like yellow birch. It has a smooth, oily look and peels off in sheets to reveal a greenish-brown layer beneath.”

  Understand, then, that our stalwart friend by the tennis court is not superficially eye-catching.  She/he (?) is complex and layered. (based on that wouldn't that qualify the tree as being a 'she?') 

  Lore and legend has it that she/he has healing properties of interest to the Seawatch Landscape Committee whose members have never yet had a pleasant, nay, civil exchange with the “dark side” of our hammocks- the poisonwood tree. 

  This community of native trees deserves a personality study of its own in a later Scuttlebutt.  Suffice to say that the sap of the gumbo limbo is supposed to be an antidote to the vicious resin of the poisonwood tree.  The Landscape Committee has no peer reviewed data to confirm that.  And to date, no volunteers have stepped forward.  Understandibly! 

  We do, however, appreciate the Gumbo Limbo. The young limber ones are especially lithe and cute... our very own 'little gumbies'.  Look for them the next time you walk the singular grounds of our unique property that is your home and their habitat. 

  An additional bit of Gumbo Limbo dissa and data - didja know that the Gumbo Limbo tree stores its chlorophyl in its green inner bark.

  FLASH - FLASH... NEW PRICES ON UNITS FOR SALE AT SEAWATCH:  7102 and 8103 have had their asking price reduced to $395,000 and 7101 (with a boat slip) is offered at $435,000. 

  INDIGO REEF: Our neighbors - due West of us - have 5 units for sale (all having boat slips) for between $469,000 and $499,000.  Remember, when these units were first built, they were on the market for well over a million bucks! 

  OUR VERY BEST WISHES TO:  Phil Stern who left before the Winter Season ended to undergo treatment at Sloan Kettering.  We're thinking and rooting for you, Phil!!!!!!
  BRACELET FOUND:  If you lost a bracelet by Building 7 contact Nancy Stone at (305) 743 0659 or nstone8042@aol.com


  All of the above drivel that is published in the Scuttlebutt is of our own limited brilliance unless attributed to someone else.

